“The Law of Christ”
Scripture:  Galatians 6:2

“Dear Father in Heaven, we come into your Holy Presence this morning with joys and sorrows, aches and pains, worries and hopes.  You know us far better than we do ourselves, and we realize that without your Grace, we would be lost.

Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ into this world, to invite us into Your Kingdom.  Thank You for loving us, each and every one of us here today unconditionally.  We know that we have done nothing to deserve Your Love and thank You for Your Mercy on us.

We ask that You cleanse us and make us worthy to be called Your Children.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those that have sinned against us.  Transform us into Your image as we seek to do Your Will.

Open our ears and let us hear Your Voice, fill our hearts with Your Spirit, Lord.

Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in Your sight.

In Jesus Name, AMEN.

Good Morning!

It’s good to be here and it’s great to see you all here!  For those of you who were in the service last Sunday, I’d be interested to hear about some of the wonderful things that happened in your Prayer Life last week, so do talk to me after church or give me a call at the office!

I’m happy to say that I was challenged to come to 7am prayer!  As you know, and especially those that know me well can affirm, I’m not a morning person.  As a matter of fact, I didn’t even set my alarm so that I would get up on time to get there!

Guess what?  That wasn’t a problem for God!  He made sure I forgot to turn off my cell phone and had my assistant conductor in Vancouver send me a text message at 6am!!!  It took me a bit of waking up to figure out that it was His way of saying: “You agreed to take up the challenge of early morning prayer, so put your money where your mouth is!”  Once that dawned on me, I made a bee-line for the shower, a quick stop at Tim Horton’s, and a ride to Oyster River!

The best thing, however, happened on my way back!  As I turned onto the Highway, I saw a hitchhiker in the rain.  In my younger days I hitchhiked a bit myself and my heart went out to him, standing in the rain, so I picked him up.  I introduced myself, asked him where he needed to go, who he was and where he was from.  Guess what!  Many of you will know Joe Nickel, and I hope he and his family will be in church!

I’m sure you have many similar stories about God nudging you to do something or to go somewhere and in hindsight, you realized how amazing His leading is!

In preparing for today’s sermon, I was at first led to Galatians 6.2: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the Law of Christ.”  

Prayer is the vertical aspect of the cross.  Worshipping, confessing, interceding, requesting, receiving forgiveness and… listening for what our Father is saying to us.  

Helping others is the horizontal aspect of the cross.  Once we have experienced Grace and asked Jesus to take over our lives, we want to share our joy with others in tangible ways, and that’s what I think the Apostle Paul means when he tells us to “carry each other’s burdens.”

For some reason, however, I became intrigued about the 2nd half of the sentence: “in this way you will fulfill the Law of Christ.”  So what is the Law of Christ?  The easy answer would be to say, carry each other’s burdens is the Law of Christ, but do we find that anywhere in the Gospels?

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us that he did not come “to abolish the Law or the Prophets… but to fulfill them.” (Mt 5.17Mark)  He then picks out 6 commandments, introducing them by saying, “You have heard it said…” and going on to say, “but I tell you…” Could these be the Law of Christ that Paul is referring to?  

Understanding these 6 explanations or radicalizations as new Laws, however, doesn’t seem to line up with Jesus telling us that he did not “come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it.”  Going back to Paul in Ro 13.8-10 we read:

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “(7)Do not commit adultery,” “(6)Do not murder,” “(8)Do not steal,” “(10)Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “(b)Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

This does remind us of Jesus’ teaching, doesn’t it!  In Matthew 22, a Pharisee asks Jesus:



“’Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “(a)Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘(b)Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Mt. 22.36-40)

Mark has the same story and Luke presents us with a version where a teacher of the Law gives the same answer Jesus did, and challenges Jesus by asking Him: “Who is my neighbor?”  We will remember that Jesus replies with the Parable of the Good Samaritan. (Lk 10.25-37)

So far, so good.  I remember learning about the 10 commandments in Sunday School and I even think I memorized them once, but I didn’t have them on the tip of my tongue, so I thought I should check.  It was a good thing I checked, because that made me realize just how much I had forgotten and just how important they are, so I asked Glen to put them on the powerpoint for us this morning and would like to read them aloud together with you.  Please join me in reading: (Ex 20.1-17/Dt 5.6-21)


And God spoke all these words:


“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

1. You shall have no other gods before me.

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 3rd and 4th generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

3. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name.

4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  6 days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 7th day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.  On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  For in 6 days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the 7th day.  Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

5. Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or any thing that belongs to your neighbor.”

AMEN.  Those are powerful words.  What an amazing legacy God has given us!

But wait – did you read: 

“(a)Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” or “(b)Love your neighbor as yourself?”  I didn’t!  

But Jesus said that these were the 2 greatest commandments!  Does that mean there are 12 commandments?  Jesus said: “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  Maybe he meant that there are really only 2 commandments?  Are these 2 Jesus’ summary of the 10 commandments, or can we find them somewhere else in the Old Testament?

We find a clue to the answer in the way Mark relates the same story.  In Mark 12 we read:


“The most important [commandment],” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, o Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  (a)Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘(b)Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.”

Jesus begins by reciting the beginning of the “Shema”, the passage in Deuteronomy 6 that all Israelites knew by memory and recited as their Credo or Statement of Faith.  The equivalent for the church would be: “I believe in one God, maker of Heaven and earth…” 

The “Shema” passage in Deuteronomy has to do with sharing the commandments with others.  The Israelites are exhorted to remember them constantly, to meditate on them and to tell them to their children.  

Jesus picks out the 2nd phrase of the “Shema” as the most important commandment: “(a)Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  In itself it doesn’t even have the form of the 10 commandments of which 8 begin with “You shall not…”  Like the other 2 positive commandments, it begins with a verb in the imperative.  #4 is, “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy…” and #5 is, “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you…”  

This one begins with, “Love the LORD your God…”  Can you see how loving the LORD will result in wanting to keep His commandments?  If we truly “love the LORD our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength” we will want to please Him and not do things that make Him upset or angry.  If we put our love for God into action, amazing things can happen!

In addition to the 8 “You shall not…” commandments that we read together and know, the book of Leviticus has pages of “Do not…” commandments that get into all sorts of detail.  The Pharisees and Scribes, who as we know took the Law and the Prophets very serious, found a total of 613 commandments scattered throughout Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy and had heated debates over which of them should be considered ‘heavy’ or ‘great’ commandments and which should be considered ‘light’ or ‘little’ commandments.  

Although Jesus was quite controversial in His day by saying and doing things that most Pharisees and Scribes thought were stretching the Law a bit too far, they still loved to test Him by asking Him difficult questions about issues they had difficulty agreeing upon.  Notice that the Scribe doesn’t ask Jesus which of the 613 commandments He thinks could be considered ‘great’ commandments, but which single commandment “is the most important.”  (Mk 12.28)

Jesus replies that there is not just one, but 2 commandments that are the most important, and neither of these are part of the 10 commandments!  We’ve seen that the 1st commandment Jesus cites comes at the beginning of the Jewish statement of faith.  

The 2nd commandment He cites, is hidden among the hundreds of “do not” commandments in Leviticus.  It is not even a commandment that stands by itself, but an excerpt of a commandment that comes in 2 forms.

Since this is quite interesting, you might want to take out your Bibles and turn with me to Leviticus chapter 19.  That’s the 3rd book in the Old Testament where we have Genesis, Exodus and then Leviticus…  As you can see, in chapter 18 and 19 there are a lot of “do not’s.”

In Lv 19.18 we read: “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but (b)love your neighbor as yourself.  I am the LORD.” 

A little later, in Lv 19.33 we read: “When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him.  The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born.  Love him as yourself, for your were aliens in Egypt.  I am the Lord your God.”

“Love your neighbor” includes family and strangers.  

“Love your neighbor” means not seeking revenge or carrying a grudge.

When the Scribe in Luke 10 asks Jesus, “who is my neighbor?” he is probably testing Jesus to see if only the 1st verse regarding fellow Jews applies, or the 2nd verse regarding aliens.  With the parable of the Good Samaritan, however, Jesus turns the question upside-down!  He asks the Scribe at the end of the story: “Which of these 3 (the Priest, the Levite or the Samaritan) do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  The expert in the Law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Lk 10.36-37)

Jesus flatly refuses to define a category of persons when he replies to the question, “who is my neighbor?”  He says that you BECOME a neighbor when you help someone in need – regardless who this other person is.

Doesn’t that absolutely defy our definition of neighbor?  Webster’s defines the word ‘neighbor’ as “one living or located near another.”  Jesus defines the word ‘neighbor’ as “someone who helps another person.”  

What a powerful way of redefining a word!  As followers of Jesus, we are not automatically neighbors because we happen to live near someone, we BECOME neighbors to those whom we help!!!

I’ve known the story of the Good Samaritan ever since I went to Sunday School, but NEVER did I realize that Jesus redefines the word neighbor!  Although we live in a supposedly ‘christian’ society, our use of the word does not reflect Jesus’ definition.  Only the term ‘Good Samaritan’ does for those who know the story.  Isn’t it time that we begin understanding what Jesus means with the word ‘neighbor?’  According to Jesus, ‘neighbor’ is an action noun like ‘athlete.’  No one is automatically an athlete.  You become an athlete by doing the exercise and discipline needed before you can be called an ‘athlete.’  Jesus tells us that you’re not automatically anyone’s neighbor – you BECOME a neighbor by actually helping whoever is in need!  When I discovered this last week, I was blown away!!!

When the rich young ruler comes to Jesus and asks which commandments he must obey in order to ‘get eternal life,’ Jesus lists the commandments including “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 19.18-19)  The young man says, “All these I have kept, what do I still lack?”  We remember that Jesus tells him to sell all he has, give it to the poor and then follow Him.  

What Jesus is implying by that is that the young ruler may have thought he had “loved his neighbor as himself” in a passive way by not hating his neighbor, not bearing a grudge against him and not seeking revenge.  But the rich young ruler hadn’t really understood that loving your neighbor is an active thing.  You need to BECOME a neighbor by helping those in need!

Coming back to Galatians 6.2 it looks like what the Apostle Paul could have meant as the “Law of Christ” is what Jesus referred to as the 2 greatest commandments:


(a)Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘(b)Love your neighbor as yourself.’

Interestingly enough, however, one chapter earlier, in Galatians 5.13-15 Paul writes:


“You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  The entire Law is summed up in a single command: (b)‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.”

Paul seems to assume Jesus’ 1st commandment, since freedom in Christ depends on us loving God.  He then sums up the entire Law with Jesus’ 2nd commandment: (b)“Love your neighbor as yourself.”

In Romans 13.8-10 he states this even more precisely:

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “(7)Do not commit adultery,” “(6)Do not murder,” “(8)Do not steal,” “(10)Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “(b)Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.

Here Paul is clearly only referring to Jesus’ 2nd great commandment as the sum-total of the Law, and restates it in even more general terms as: “Therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.”

Notice that both of Jesus’ great commandments begin with the imperative: “Love!”  (a) “Love the Lord your God” and (b) “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

The Apostle John explains it in the following way:


“This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” (1 Jn 3.16-18)

That is stating things very plainly, isn’t it!  John goes on to tie this in to prayer and answers to prayer:


“Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him.  And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.” (1 Jn 3.21-23)

John cites the Law of Christ as: “Love one another” and says that if we obey this command, we can be confident that God will answer our prayers!  The flip side of that, of course, is that if we don’t love our brothers and sisters, we shouldn’t be surprised if our prayers do not get answered!

In my opinion, the difference between what Jesus taught as the 2 greatest commandments and what the Apostles taught as the 1 command that sums up the entire Law, lies in the fact that Jesus was speaking to Jews who did not yet believe in Him.  The scribe and the rich young ruler were testing Him, and Jesus had to put first things first: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your strength.”  Only then can we be in a position to obey the 2nd great commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

The Apostles were writing letters to believers in Christ.  In other words, to Christians who already loved God with all their heart, soul and strength.  The commandment that they now had to fulfill was to “Love your neighbor as yourself” which also meant to “love our fellow Christians.”

In 1st John 4.19-21 we read:


“We love because He first loved us.  If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”

The Apostle John makes it clear that the Law of Christ: “Love your neighbor/love your brother” is only meant for Christians, which, as we have seen, makes sense, since only someone who loves God can love his brother in a way that turns ‘neighbor’ into an active noun!

Isn’t it wonderful to see how in the Old Testament, the alien becomes a neighbor, how with Jesus the neighbor becomes the one who does the helping and with the Apostles, the one receiving help is neither alien nor neighbor, but brother and sister!

For us as Christians, therefore, there is only one Law: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Its implications are just as clearly stated: “let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”

Dear Father in Heaven, we come before Your Holy Presence this morning with a heart full of thanks.  Thank You for loving us first!  Thank You for sending Your Son into the world so that we might live through Him. (1 Jn 4.9)  Thank You that we can respond by loving You with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our strength.  

Jesus has shown us with His example how to live out the one commandment we have from Him.  We hereby ask for Your strength that we may be faithful to Your will by obeying Your command to love our brothers and sisters and to love our neighbors as ourselves, remembering that we only become ‘neighbors’ in showing practical help to those in need.

We desire to be Your disciples, we want to follow You, Jesus.  Open our eyes to see others as You see them, open our ears to hear what You have to say to us and open our hearts so that you can remove anything that is standing in the way of us and You, and us and our brothers and sisters.

Grant us grace to love others not with thoughts or words alone, but with actions and in truth.

We pray this in the powerful Name of Jesus Christ, our personal Saviour and Lord.  AMEN

(Sermon by Frank Klassen on July 12th, 2009)
